Attorney Docket No. 81300520-0008-043 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

:e Patent Application of: 
Brad Pivar et al. 



Application No. 09/943,670 
Filed: August 31, 2001 



Group Art Unit: 2165 
Examiner: Abel Jalil, Neveen 



Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
BEFORE MAILING OF FIRST OFFICE ACTION (37 C.F.R. S1.97(bV) 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56, Applicants request that the 
items identified on the attached PTO/SB08/a-b forms be made of official record in the above- 
identified application and considered by the Examiner. The information disclosure statement 
submitted herewith is being filed before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the 
merits, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b). Copies of the cited documents are enclosed herewith. 
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The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made (37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(g)), an admission that the 
information cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability, or that no other material 
information exists. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as an 
admission against interest in any manner. Notice of January 9, 1992, 1135 O.G. 13-25, at 25. 

H. EXPLANATION OF RELEVANCE 
The information disclosure statement submitted herewith is being filed before the 

mailing date of a first Office action on the merits, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b). 

Items A1-A3 and A5-A6 were cited in a PCT International Search Report (copy 

enclosed herewith) in a counterpart PCT application (PCT International No. 

PCT/US2002/26492, filed August 20, 2002). 

Items A4 and B1-B2 were cited in a Supplementary European Search Report (copy 

enclosed herewith) in a counterpart European application (EP 20020797740, filed August 20, 

2002). 
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No fee is associated with submission of this in 
However, should any fees be deemed necessary in connection with the filing of this 
document, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency in a required fee 
to Deposit Account No. 19-3140. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: May 19. 2006 By: d. ^^<^ s 

T -"%ck,Esq. ' 



g. No. 36,456 
^ ONNENSCHEIN NATH & ROSENTHAL LLP 
P.O. Box 061080 

Wacker Drive Station, Sears Tower 
Chicago, Illinois 60606-1080 
Phone: (973) 912-7174 



